
924 JUDICIAL AND PENITENTIARY STATISTICS 

In 1939 there were 484,960 cases of adult offenders handled by the courts, as 
compared with 465,662 in 1938. Of this total, 56,352 cases were of an indictable 
nature, while 428,608 were non-indictable. The corresponding figures for 1938 
were 50,998 indictable and 414,664 non-indictable cases. In the case of juvenile 
offenders, 9,497 young persons were brought before the courts, of whom 1,884 were 
either dismissed or had their cases adjourned sine die. 

Convictions for All Offences.—Total convictions in 1939 increased by 19,030 
or 4 • 1 p.c. as compared with 1938. Of the total, 7,613 were cases in which juveniles 
were found guilty of major or minor delinquency, an increase of 578 or 8-2 p.c. from 
1938. The convictions of adults are treated in detail in Section 2 of this chapter 
and those of juveniles are shown in Section 3. 

In using the statistics in Table 1, it should be remembered that, while the 
Criminal Code undergoes little change over periods of time, the figures of summary 
convictions are influenced very much by the changing customs of the people, and 
show a strong tendency to increase with the increasing urbanization of the popu­
lation. Summary convictions, as a class, have generally increased in proportion to 
all offences, but the most significant figures in Table 1 are those of indictable offences 
per 100,000 population. Attention is drawn to the increase in the proportion to 
population of both indictable offences and summary offences in recent years. 

1.—Convictions for All Offences (Juveniles Included), Classified by Indictable and 
Summary (or Non-Indictable) Offences, Years Ended Sept. 30, 192J-39 
NOTE.—Figures for the years 1886 to 1920 will be found at pp. 1050-1051 of the 1939 Year Book. 
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In 1939 there were increases in the number of convictions in Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Yukon and N. W.T. 


